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Synopsis

New Amish Mystery FictionSomething is just not right at the old, abandoned house in the woods
that used to belong to a British botanist and her husband. Hannah Gingerich and her ex-fiancA®,
Laban Detweiler, discover during a hunt for Labana ™s handicapped younger sister, Martha, that
there is something growing in the basement of the house, and that Martha may have seen more
than was safe for her to see, filling her with a terror that time alone is unable to heal. Hannaha ™s
predilection for solving mysteries draws her into trying to solve more than just one, as she also
seeks the answer to the question of who really murdered the British couple in the house 10 years
earlier. In their joint quest to uncover the truth of what the old house is hiding, Hannah and Laban
find that the love they have always had for each other, even though marred by a string of untruths,
still has a lot more spark than a weak, faltering flame. The Evil Underneath is the second volume in

the Amish Old House Mysteries series.
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Hannah Gingerich has recently called off her engagement to Laban Detweiler. She mistakenly
believes he was responsible for a cruel prank against his sister, Martha, who has Down’s
Syndrome. Martha is no longer her usual cheerful self and seems troubled. She mentions the name
A¢A AceMickeyA¢A As to Hannah, appearing to be scared of him. Hannah is determined to discover
who Mickey is.Hannah’s search leads her to an old deserted house in the woods, where she makes
an unexpected discovery in the basement. This spurs her on to find out the truth about what
happened to the previous owners Henry and Sheila Roberts.Although Hannah is aware that her
neighbour, Ada Zook, likes Laban, she and Laban still have feelings for each other. Will Hannah’s
search bring her and Laban closer together, and what are Ada’s true motives?Hannah is a kind
considerate girl who is very inquisitive and loves to solve a mystery. Deeply concerned about
Martha, she is determined to find out who upset her and why.This is a well written and intriguing
mystery story with plenty of twists and turns.The book is aimed primarily at YA readers, however, |
would recommend this for readers of any age. The writing is descriptive and imaginative and the
author conveys very well the creepy atmosphere of the old house.A very interesting and enjoyable

read.

Joyce Carol Oates had this criticism to say about the mystery genre, "Amongst the more churlish
criticisms leveled against the art of Murder and Mystery, A¢A A’in their classic literary forms, |
should hasten to sayA¢A A”is the objection, whether philosophical or aesthetic, to the inevitable
tidiness ofthe conclusion, toward which the form instinctively moves: whereby all that has been
bewildering, andproblematic, and, indeed, A¢A A"mysteriousA¢A A™ is, oft-times not altogether
plausibly, resolved: which is to say, explained. It is objected that ’life is not like that A¢A AlAs if it
were not, to all right-thinking persons, a triumphant matter that Evil be exposed in human form, and
murderers,A¢A A”or murderessesA¢A A’be brought to justice; and the fundamental coherence of
the Universe confirmed.A¢A A« With that said, mysteries can be terribly entertaining. Where would
literature be without Sherlock Holmes? Miller wrote a very entertaining mystery with Amish Old
House Mysteries: the Evil Underneath.This book is aimed at the YA audience, but an adult would
enjoy this book. | did. ItA¢A A™s a rich story with itA¢A A™s main plot of who killed the couple, who
used to live in the old house. Along with the main plot are the sub plots of the relationship between
Hannah and her boyfriend. ThereA¢A A™s also the subplot of who frightened HannahA¢A A™s
sister and who is Mickey. All of these are interwoven mysteries are skillfully written by an

experienced writer. The story at times will give you goosebumps but not nightmares A¢A A“ just



enough of the fear factor. | wish Miller all the success in the world. Well done.
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